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4 | ' POWs_1in Laos L | i
| The as been told by |
: ' the Pathet Laoc tha £ wak in Laos |
‘. 'will be released by the Lao Communists in Laos and,
| 'not by the North Vietnamese in Hanoi. | A Communist

| official in Vientiane, acting under orders from his
| headquarters in Sam Neua, said on 17 March that
| | the US had already been informed of the names and |
numbers of US prisoners in Laos--apparently a ref-'-
erence to the list released by North Vietnam in
i | January. He added that these prisoners would be

- released under procedures that will be set forth
I in the military protocol currently being negotiated

in Vientiane.
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